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THEY WILL NOT HUNGER OR THIRST 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 

Isaiah 49:7-15 

Thus says the Lord, 

    the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, 

to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nation, 

    the servant of rulers: 

“Kings shall see and arise; 

    princes, and they shall prostrate themselves; 

because of the Lord, who is faithful, 

    the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

The Restoration of Israel 

8 Thus says the Lord: 

“In a time of favor I have answered you; 

    in a day of salvation I have helped you; 

I will keep you and give you 

    as a covenant to the people, 

to establish the land, 

    to apportion the desolate heritages, 

9 saying to the prisoners, ‘Come out,’ 

    to those who are in darkness, ‘Appear.’ 

They shall feed along the ways; 

    on all bare heights shall be their pasture; 

10 they shall not hunger or thirst, 

    neither scorching wind nor sun shall strike them, 

for he who has pity on them will lead them, 

    and by springs of water will guide them. 
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11 And I will make all my mountains a road, 

    and my highways shall be raised up. 

12 Behold, these shall come from afar, 

    and behold, these from the north and from the west, 

    and these from the land of Syene.” 

13 Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth; 

    break forth, O mountains, into singing! 

For the Lord has comforted his people 

    and will have compassion on his afflicted. 

14 But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me; 

    my Lord has forgotten me.” 

15 “Can a woman forget her nursing child, 

    that she should have no compassion on the son of her womb? 

Even these may forget, 

    yet I will not forget you. 

 

 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

Name the most famous hospitals in the world. The Mayo Clinic. M.D. Anderson. And St. 

Jude’s Children’s Hospital. St. Jude’s is famous for its care of children, especially those 

who have cancer. It’s known for treating all children, whether their parents have the 

ability to pay or not. And St. Jude’s is famous for treating the most desperate cases, 

those that are considered a lost cause. For some people over the centuries, St. Jude 

has been the patron saint of lost causes. 

 

So, the people of Israel would have liked him. While living in exile in Babylon, Israel may 

have felt like a lost cause. They had been decimated in their war with Babylon. Then, 

they had been scattered. Most of them were deported to Babylon. A few escaped to 

Egypt. Meaning that the nation of Israel was scattered all over a distance of 1000 

miles. Collectively, as a nation, they could hardly call themselves a nation anymore. 

The cities of their homeland had been demolished. Their temple, the focal point and 

symbol of their national unity, lay in ruins. Anything in that temple that had been of 

value, every artifact of their history, was now in the hands of the Babylonian emperor.  
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Even the God of their fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, had seemingly written 

them off as a lost cause. At least that’s what the Israelites were saying. Isaiah 49:14: 

“Zion said, ‘The Lord has forsaken me, the Lord has forgotten me.’” 

 

There are times when we feel like that, like a lost cause. It may be because of our 

health. Or maybe it’s because of something someone said to us. Or maybe it’s 

because of some trouble or temptation we’re struggling with. Collectively, we can 

also feel like a lost cause.  

 

Is that really true? Are we really a lost cause? If that is how we feel, then what might 

these words of Isaiah 49 say to us? Not about how Jesus fits into our story but about 

how we fit into His?  

 

These words of Isaiah 49 are about the Good Shepherd leading His sheep to pasture 

and water. They shall not hunger or thirst. The word shepherd is not used in these 

verses, but the idea is clearly intended. God says of His people, “They will feed beside 

the roads and find pasture on every barren hill. He who has compassion on them will 

guide them and lead them beside springs of water… They will not hunger or thirst.”  

 

For Israel collectively as a nation, these were words about going home. They implied 

movement. They involved Israel going, following the Lord where He would lead, for this 

was His story, not Israel’s. But the Lord promised that as they followed Him in HIS story, 

He would provide for them on the way. They will not hunger or thirst. The church can 

relate to that, whether we’re talking about a congregation, a church body, or the 

visible church on earth. We are always to be going… both as pilgrims in this fallen 

world and as those who are sent to make disciples of the nations. All of us have to 

think like missionaries. To whom is Jesus leading us to go out with the Gospel? Who are 

our partners, not only nationally but also locally? How must we adapt our ministry to go 

into the challenges that are ahead? What must we do to follow Jesus where He is 

leading us in His story? 
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The danger with sheep is that not only can they stray. Sheep can also become stuck. 

They can become stuck in mud. They can get caught in briars. Or if somehow they 

end up on their back, they can’t get up again, they can’t move. They’ll starve to 

death right where they’re at. With Israel, there was the danger that they would remain 

stuck in Babylon, that even when the opportunity came for them to go home and 

when God was calling them to return home, they would not. They would just stay in 

Babylon, because it was easier to do that. That is the same danger for the church, on 

any level. To remain stuck. Jesus is on the move. He says “Go.” But it’s easier to remain 

where we are, to hunker down, and to expect Jesus to keep our story alive, even 

justifying hunkering down by saying that if we try to adapt our ministry and go forward 

we may go astray. Jesus would lead us like a tender shepherd, but so often we remain 

stuck in our ways, far from the Lord’s will and ways. You and I are examples of lost 

causes. We and all sinners are a lost cause, because by our very nature we are 

spiritually dead.  

 

So, what’s a Good Shepherd to do? Become a Lamb. But not any ordinary Lamb. “A 

virgin will conceive and bear a Son, and you will call His name Immanuel.” “His name 

will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” 

This is no ordinary Lamb. “He was led like a lamb to the slaughter and as a sheep 

before her shearers is silent, so He did not open His mouth.”  

 

On that Maundy Thursday, love for you and me led the Lamb of God not to green 

pastures. Instead, He would taste His own blood, as it caked onto His beard. There 

would be no springs of water. Instead, His throat would be parched, His lips cracked 

from dry thirst. He would pass through the valley of the shadow of death. No rod and 

staff to comfort Him, or to lead and guide Him, but all alone He would go. His cup 

would overflow all right, as He drank the full cup of God’s wrath. Surely goodness and 

mercy would be twisted in the most inhumane ways on that Thursday and Friday.  

This is what the Lamb of God did for lost causes like you and me. Some would call St. 

Jude the patron saint of lost causes. But Jesus is the Savior of all of us lost causes. He is 

the Physician and Shepherd who heals even the most desperate cases.  
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Reflecting on this St Peter wrote, “Jesus Himself bore our sins in His body on the tree, 

that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds you have been 

healed. For you were like sheep going astray, but you have now returned to the 

Shepherd and Overseer of your souls.” (1 Peter 2:24-25) 

 

What the Lamb did for us on the cross makes it possible for Him to promise you and 

me: “They will not hunger or thirst.” The Shepherd Lamb quenches our hunger and thirst 

with His body and blood, in, with, and under the bread and wine. As we receive His 

body and blood at His table, we receive for our “stuckedness”, forgiveness, mercy, life, 

and salvation. “They will not hunger or thirst,” the Lord says. He will provide as He leads 

us where He would have us go in His story.    Amen 

  


